PREFACE

Indicators of the world drug situation remain favourable over the long-term, but there are recent warning signs that must be heeded.  
A global and long-term perspective reveals that illicit drug use has been contained to less than 5% of the adult population (yearly incidence rate for people aged 15-64).  In other words, less than one in every twenty people used illicit drugs at least once in the past 12 months. Problem drug users (people severely drug dependent) are limited to less than one tenth of this already low percentage: there may be 26 million of them, about 0.6% of the planet’s adult population. 

This is an impressive achievement when considered in the historical perspective of a century of drug control (reviewed in Chapter 2), or the decade since a special session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGASS) in 1998 which motivated countries to be more proactive in reducing drug supply and demand. It is also an undeniable success when compared to the consumption of tobacco or alcohol, addictive psychoactive drugs that are used by at least one quarter of the world’s adult population, and cause millions of deaths every year. In the absence of the drug control system, illicit drug use may well have reached such levels, with devastating consequences for public health. In short, in terms of reducing demand, national and multilateral drug control seem to be working. 
On the supply side, the story is different. This Report provides evidence of a surge in the supply of illicit drugs in 2007. Afghanistan had a record opium harvest, and world opium production (because of higher yields) almost doubled between 2005 and 2007. Coca cultivation increased in the Andean countries last year, although cocaine production remained stable because of lower yields per hectare. In the cannabis market, there are two worrying trends: Afghanistan has become a major producer of cannabis resin; in developed countries, indoor cultivation is producing more potent strains of cannabis herb. 
The past few World Drug Reports have stated that the world drug problem is being contained in the sense that it had stabilized. This year’s Report shows that containment is under threat. Urgent steps must be taken to prevent the unravelling of progress that has been made in the past few decades of drug control. Furthermore, containment should not be seen as an end in itself. Real success will only come when supply and demand actually go down (rather than level off), across the world. The current upsurge in supply together with the development of new trafficking routes (mostly through Africa) could eventually strengthen demand where it already exists (mostly in developed countries) and create new markets for some of the world’s deadliest substances (mostly in developing countries). 
Progress is needed in three areas.

First, public health – the first principle of drug control – should be brought back to centre stage. Currently, the amount of resources and political support for public security and law enforcement far outweigh those devoted to public health. This must be re-balanced. Drug dependence is an illness that should be treated like any other. More resources are needed to prevent people from taking drugs, to treat those who are dependent, and to reduce the adverse health and social consequences of drug abuse. 

Second, drug control should be looked at in the larger context of crime prevention and the rule of law in order to cut links between drug trafficking, organized crime, corruption and terrorism. Some of the world’s biggest drug producing regions (in Afghanistan, Colombia, and Myanmar) are out of the control of the central government. Drug trafficking is undermining national security (for example in parts of Central America, the Caribbean, Mexico, and West Africa). Drug money is used as a lubricant for corruption, and a source of terrorist financing: in turn, corrupt officials and terrorists make drug production and trafficking easier. 
Third, protecting public security and safeguarding public health should be done in a way that upholds human rights and human dignity. This year’s 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights provides us with a useful reminder of the inalienable rights to life and a fair trial. Although drugs kill, we should not kill because of drugs. As we move forward, human rights should be a part of drug control.  
In short, to hold the line and to further reduce the threat posed by drugs, more attention must be devoted to reducing demand for drugs, promoting security and development in the world’s major drug producing regions, assisting states caught in the cross-fire of drug trafficking, and stemming the spread of drugs into countries in transition.      
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